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A Message from the RA
What a fall! It has been amazing with it’s

robust seasonal colors and the smell of crisp
autumn winds reminding me to put on an extra
sweater. Winter knocked in with an Arctic blast.
But to make this abrupt weather change easier
on you all, we have put together another great
issue of the Kid LIt News. So get comfortable,
kick your feet up on the old Lazy Boy recliner, and
pour yourself a cup of hot apple cider while we
share the news.

Annina’s illustrator events, including Calista Brill,
Senior Editor at First Second, to Aram Kim, Senior Book
Designer for MacKids, drew big crowds. She even organized social events at Finely’s and opened her home
after our events at the Huntington Library.

One of this month’s authors is a beloved and
influential team member, Annina Luck, our Illustrator Coordinator. Annina will be stepping down
in January 2020. The new Illustrator Coordinator
will be announced at that time.
Annina has been indispensable since we started our chapter. Always gracious, always thoughtful, always smiling. She is not only a dear friend
but a constant light of positive, infectious energy.
Annina’s four years set milestones for the chapter. She planned Sketch Walks for the illustrator
members and invited the writers to come along
too. She wrote her one-page newsletter, The
Illustrator Corner, for the chapter’s website and
spearheaded the chapter’s logo contest.
Annina also planned field trips to the Original
Art Show in New York City, Rick Torrey’s exhibit
and art lecture at the Syosset Library, and Jane
Breskin Zablen’s studio.

We will miss Annina at our officer meetings, along
with her effervescent, joyful nature and great ideas.
However, she will continue to be a member of SCBWI,
our little kidlit community—our family.

We you love, Annina!

Selene Castrovilla is the Regional Advisor for the SCBWI Long Island Chapter.
She is an award-winning author of picture books and YA novels. She has an MFA
from the New School in New York City. “Selene is a writer worth watching,” said
Jacqueline Woodson, 2018 Newbery Honor Winner.
https://selenecastrovilla.com/
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This month I am creating the SCBWI Long Island

newsletter cover and the pressure is on. It is a journey
that will be full of starts and stops, right turns and wrong
turns, and a few tears. In the end, I think I’ve developed a
unique idea and successfully transformed it into a finished
product that leaves me satisfied. Your mileage may vary.
To start, I sketch. As is usual for me, this is purely analog.
I put ink pen to paper and create a variety of thumbnails.
If I like a particular thumbnail, I transfer it to a fresh page
and start a whole series of new sketches based on it. This
process is quick and dirty and full of false promises and the
shattered dreams of the drawings that could’ve been and
will never make it to finished work. So sad.
However, there is hope. A few of the thumbnails have
potential. Some of them may work for a cover or maybe a
new piece of art to be completed later. I choose one sketch
and start to develop it into fine linework only to shelve it,
realizing that it seems no different than covers that have
come before. Back to looking at my sketches.
I choose again, refining these elements of a particular
thumbnail. It is a sea monster and a girl with a kite at a
harbor. I like it. It’s a strong composition that fills the page
and will need some cool linework. The refined sketches
come easily, and the kite is part of the story instead of an
afterthought. I end up with several different sea monster
designs, and as my work progresses, I will pick and choose
some of the elements for the final drawing. Time to begin.
To create the art, I use two digital programs, Corel
Painter 2020 and ProCreate. Painter is desktop based and
ProCreate is iPad based. Each program can save in an Adobe
Photoshop PSD format. This gives me the opportunity to
work anywhere and stops me from not drawing when I
should be drawing.
Linework is the first priority, and the benefits of drawing
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digitally are readily apparent.
During this stage, I second
guess myself many times,
erasing and redrawing portions
of the art to try to get back to
the dynamics of my thumbnail.
Once I have it developed, I ask
for feedback from my fellow
SCBWI members. I like the
feedback, and again, I‘m
erasing and redrawing.
Finally, I’m done with the
linework.
Now, with all the
elements in place, I do
some mock color work.
I create one layer under
the art and throw color
down just to have an
idea of where I want to
go with the design. I start
with a lightly colored
ocean and a green sea monster.
©Stephen Ingram linework
I am immediately bored. Instead,
I decide to be bold and throw
down some pinks and purples. Somehow it quickly transforms into a sunset scene. Surprise.
Now I start playing with color layers and adding tinted overlays to make the artwork a little more uniform.
Coloring, to me, is always a process of throwing colors that are too bright on the page, muting them, and then
adding yet more color on top. Maybe one day I’ll be able to shorten the process.
The colors have made me change a few line elements on the page. The girl is more dressed, islands have disappeared and been replaced by a single lighthouse, and a boat has been added to lead the eye to the center of
the page. Everything seems to be in the right place and the right color. Now I can submit it to the editors. Done.

Stephen Ingram is an author/illustrator working toward his first picture book.
He has always been fascinated with how art can convey both story and emotion in a single picture. A librarian by trade, with degrees in education and
art, Stephen works in pen, ink, and watercolor. He is the assistant illustrator
coordinator and an active member in the new Long Island SCBWI chapter.
http://stepheningram.com/
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Callie Metler Smith is the “hands-on, go-toperson for all things Clear Fork” according to Clear
Fork Publishing’s website. Callie is the publisher of
my debut picture book, and I am grateful for the
opportunity she provides authors and illustrators
both agented and unagented.
Clear Fork is an “independent, family-owned book
publisher.” What does that mean for an author or
illustrator?
Independent publishing companies are small
businesses with usually one person doing what
would normally be done by several people at a
larger publishing company. It can be very rewarding because you have more input in the day-to-day
production of your book.
How did you get into book publishing?
I have always loved the written word and every
part of the process of books being put together. I
met another small publishing company owner at
a conference I was attending and I loved her business plan. I had intended to start a book publishing
company when I started my newspaper business,
but we didn’t have the room to do it at first. When
we had the opportunity to move locations in 2013,
I was excited to start the new venture.
There are currently three imprints at Clear Fork:
Spork, Walts, and CFP. What distinguishes one
from the other?
Spork is the kid literature branch of Clear Fork
Publishing. Walts is poetry and small gift books and
devotionals. CFP is used for Young Adult books.

©Clear Fork Publishing

What are the pros and cons of a big publisher versus a
small publisher?
I think that depends on your goals. With a big publisher, you get more support for marketing, more reach
with your book, but you are one in a sea of many. With
a smaller publisher, you get more of a relationship with
your publisher but not near as much support with marketing.
What do you look for when you receive a manuscript
from an author?
Usually, I do one read through and let it sit for a few
days. If I feel drawn back to it then I look at details such
as story arc, structure, and likability of the main characters.
Is there a genre or subject that you see is more popular
today?
I think there are several growing trends at the moment. I think we are really starting to see middle-grade
books find their own place in the market and grow as
their own genre. Another trend that I absolutely love
are books that celebrate science principles in fun and
accesible ways.
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Diversity in books for children has gained a
lot of support from all of publishing. Do you
see that as a continuing trend?
I think diversity is something that is needed
more and more in our world and something
that we need to be mindful of. By giving children access to books that explain and educate
about diversity, they become informed and
educated adults. One of my major things has
been autism and sensory education because
I feel like individuals with autism aren’t represented in large markets. I’m glad this trend
helps the world to understand that different
doesn’t mean bad.

What is the one piece of advice that you could share
with authors today?
Not to give up. Just because you get a rejection from
an editor or agent doesn’t mean that someone else
might not say yes tomorrow. Keep trying for that person
that loves your work.

David’s Flamingos by Pam Jones-Nill
illustrated by Jeanne Conway ©Clear Fork
Publishing

We thank Callie for taking the time to chat with
SCBWI-LI. Clear Fork is currently closed to submissions.
Check out Clear Fork Publishing at
https://www.clearforkpublishing.com/

What makes you love a manuscript?
I really love it when I can get behind the
main character and am invested in their journey in the story. I also love when a story has a
good twist.

Pam Jones-Nill is the author of
David’s Flamingos, published
by Spork in 2018. She is the LI
SCBWI Critique Coordinator. Pam
enjoys writing, reading, gardening, taking photographs, baking,
and cooking. Pam lives on Long
Island with her family, which
includes a rescue dog who loves
sweet potatoes and story time.
www.pjonesnill.com

What no-no’s would you tell authors to
watch out for before work is submitted to
you?
I would stress making sure your book is as
polished and as submission-ready as it could
be. I tell authors to make sure they have a
clear idea of what their story is about.
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Dear Debbie,

Receiving feedback from my critique
group, my writing seems to need
a few tweaks.
Two people keep scribbling
“DANGLING MODIFIER” in my
margins. Firmly believing that if two or
more people say the same thing about
my work, this email seeks your kind
opinion on this matter.
Understanding that there might be
something wrong, my picture book
about a happy walrus can
be improved.
Thanking you so much in advance for
your time, your comments are most
welcome.
Yours truly, Modifier Muddled
(Question modified for length.)

©rmrivera

Dear Muddled,

Your critique group is correct. You leave modifiers with nothing to hang onto. A dangling modifier
has no clear subject in the sentence. Modifiers are words, phrases, or clauses that describe other
elements in a sentence. Adverbs and adjectives are examples.
Let’s look at a sentence with a modifier in different positions:
The walrus lounged on the ice eating clams with long tusks.
The walrus lounged on the ice with long tusks eating clams.
Wait! What has the tusks? The modifier here, with long tusks, is hanging onto the wrong subject. If
we move it to where it belongs, the sentence will be much clearer. The walrus with long tusks lounged
on the ice eating clams. A modifier should always be near its subject.
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But sometimes the issue isn’t word order. Sometimes the author has left important information out.
Here’s an example of a dangling modifier from your
question:
“Receiving feedback from my critique group, my
writing seems to need a few tweaks.”
The subject of this sentence appears to be my
writing, but your writing didn’t receive the feedback.
You did.

Here are two sites to help you learn more and practice:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/mechanics/dangling_modifiers_and_how_to_correct_
them.html
https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/gram_dangling_mod.
html
Happy writing!
Sincerely,
Debbie

To correct the sentence, add yourself. Receiving feedback from my critique group, I realized my
writing needed a few tweaks. For an even clearer
Please send your writing questions to Go Ask Debbie at
sentence, I’d include “Upon,” “ After,” or “While” as a scbwilinewsletter@gmail.com.
new first word.
Let’s use another sentence from your question for
practice. Ask yourself what the subject is and then
correct accordingly.
“Firmly believing that if two or more people say
the same thing about my work, this email seeks your
kind opinion on this matter.
Answer: Because I firmly believe that if two or
more people say the same thing about my work I
need to fix it, I’m emailing you for your opinion.
You could also put the subject at the beginning of
the sentence: I’m emailing you because I firmly believe that if two or more people say the same thing
about my work I need to fix it. However you correct
this, you must add the subject I and phrasing to show
this sentence presents the reason for your email.
So make sure your modifiers aren’t misplaced and
have something to hold onto by checking what each
modifies.

©rmrivera

Debbie Vilardi is the Kid LIt News managing editor and a global moderator for the SCBWI Blueboards. She is a former teacher of English to
speakers of other languages as well as a published poet and picture
book author. She writes for book packagers and has written and copy
edited for Front Vision, a teen sci-tech magazine produced in China.
https://www.debbievilardi.com/
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Things
to Consider
When
Things
to Consider
When
Starting
Starting
to a

BLOG

Maria
Adcock
by by
Maria
Adcock
Blogging can help both published and aspiring

authors reach an audience. Correct setup will save you
from headaches down the line regarding your site’s
functionality and the ease of people finding your blog.
Consider these five things when starting a blog.

Blog Content Management System
There are two types of blog content management
systems: free and paid.
Free systems like Wordpress.com and Blogspot.
com (aka Blogger.com) are easy on the wallet but offer
limited features. For example, you can’t fully customize
your domain because the host name will appear in any
URL (page address) on its site. They also offer fewer
monetization opportunities.
Some bloggers start with the free version and upgrade to the paid system once they need more functionality. But transferring data to a new platform is not
always smooth. Many bloggers have lamented the loss
of formatting and content.
Paid systems like SquareSpace and Wordpress.org
(different from WordPress.com) give bloggers more
control. These systems offer the flexibility for customization. Paid systems are self-hosted, allowing full access to your website files and server. You’re also able to
monetize by adding advertising and e-commerce tools
like a bookshop.
Choose a paid system that has staying power. According to Kinsta and W3Techs, Wordpress.org is the
world’s most popular content system, running 33.6

percent of websites worldwide. With its global popularity, it’s unlikely to fold.

Blog Domain
It may be tempting to create a domain with your
book’s name, but this isn’t the best long-term strategy. You’d need to create new domains for each
book you publish, costing money and time. It’s best
to register your publishing name as a domain so
you can feature all your publications in one place.
Your author name is your brand.
If the domain name you want is taken, try a version of it, like JaneDoeAuthor.com, JaneDoeWriter.
com, or JaneDoeBooks.com. Check name availability at the free site NameCheck.com.

Blog Title and Tagline
Your blog’s title, which ideally should be the
same as your domain, identifies you.
Clever names may be fun, but they can be confusing. People may expect one thing from your site
but leave disappointed when they find something
else.
Add a tagline that communicates your content.
A tagline goes directly under your blog’s title on the
homepage and can further define your site.
Tara Lazar’s blog TaraLazar.com features the tagline “Writing for Kids (While Raising Them).” This
communicates she’s a children’s writer and
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parent. Her site even has a sub-tagline: “Blog & website of children’s book author Tara Lazar.”
Search Google to make sure your blog’s name is
not similar to another person’s or readers may visit
the other blog by mistake. Check the TESS system
for trademarks. You cannot legally use trademarked
names without permission.

Social Media Name
Social media can help promote your blog. Ideally, Dream Big written and
your social media handles should be the same as your illustrated by Joyce Wan
blog’s name. That makes it easier for fans to find you. ©Joyce Wan art
©Scholastic

Note that many social media platforms have length
restrictions. For example, your Twitter handle (username) cannot be longer than fifteen characters. If
your blog name is too long, it’ll get cut off or you’ll
need to abbreviate it. Both are not ideal from a
branding perspective.

The Upper Case:
Trouble in Capital
City by Tara Lazar
and illustrated by
RossMacDonald
©TaraLazar
©Disney*Hyperion

Blog Logo
Having a blog logo helps reinforce your brand and
makes your site memorable. Design it yourself or
hire a freelance artist.
Children’s author and illustrator Joyce Wan has a
logo that features her name. She customized it with
her illustrations, using the same color palette as her
blog to reinforce her brand. Her tagline, “Children’s
Book Author & Illustrator,” is part of her logo and
defines her site.
Use your logo on your business cards, social media, and marketing to create a consistent image and
message for your brand.
In the next part of our authors and blogging series, we’ll explore ways to create a must-read blog.
This article is Part 2 in a series about authors
and blogging. Read Part 1,“How Blogging Can Help
Authors Reach an Audience” from the SCBWI Kid LIt
News summer 2019 issue.

Maria Adcock is the founder of Bicultural Mama, an award-winning blog covering
parenting, culture, food, travel, and health through the lens of a bicultural family.
She has appeared on The Dr. Oz Show, Bloomberg News, Newsday, and a YouTube
docuseries on Asian food. Maria resides on Long Island with her family. Find her
blog at www.BiculturalMama.com and follow her on Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, and Pinterest.
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many layers: I’m good at other jobs and hobbies. I nuture family and friends. I assist in my
community. And I support other creatives as
they do me. Any failed submission is just one
blip in my busy life. It does not define me.

I tell myself I’m driven.
I’m pushed by my desire to amuse readers
(or a journal would suffice). I’m also compelled
by cerebral bliss. For me, writing is alive with
firing neurons and snapping synapses! There’s
nothing quite like it. And, yes, I need to prove
myself. Why? I’ll never know.

I tell myself I’m patient.

When I bravely began to submit after a long

hiatus from kid-lit, I was reminded of what I didn’t
miss. For months, I heard nothing. Then two email
rejections came minutes apart. I was mushy from
the first, then flattened by the next. Imagine writer
roadkill.
Everyone knows the drill. It takes months to polish a story, days to research recipients, and hours
to prep a professional query—one that shows you
know your project and why it suits a particular
editor’s list.
After that degree of effort, what I submit is a
piece of me and evidence of my perceived worth in
the industry, until a teeny email knocks me down.
No one sees my defeat but me. But, yes, I take it
personally.
Ideally, rejections are spaced, so I can feel the
hurt and heal my ego. What I do might be work
related, like revising a text, or unrelated, like riding
a bike. But mostly, I do talk therapy—internally.

I tell myself I’m still me.
I use logic, not emotion, and acknowledge my

I’m skilled at writing (in spite of the recent roadkill),
and I’ll keep striving to improve my knowledge and
style. But it takes time for projects to ripen and be
granted the right audience. Sometimes it takes a bit of
luck. Meanwhile, I’ll consider feedback more opportunity for growth.

I tell myself I’m tough.
I can handle rejection. (It’s nothing compared to the
hit parade of life’s awful losses.) And since publication
is desired by growing masses, rejection should be
accepted as part of the process. Individuals stronger
in skill and thicker skinned are better equipped to
succeed!

I tell myself I’m not alone.
Thanks to e-communication, my submission has
lots of company. It’s one of hundreds each month
at a popular imprint. And those pesky rejections?
They bug everyone—the givers as well as the getters.
Writers and illustrators hate hearing “no.” Editors
don’t enjoy saying “no.” And agents feel awful disappointing clients. One agent called representing kid-lit
“a soulless business.” She was that saddened by the
exchange of bad news.
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So read your rejections. Feel your pain. But then get busy
thickening your skin. Do whatever helps! Pin emails to a
dart board. Spear them like kabobs. Or give yourself a pep
talk like mine. For an added lift, try doughnut holes. Those
kiddie carbohydrates are great for puffing up!

Teri Daniels has authored feature articles and
humor essays, four picture books from Viking,
Winslow, and Scholastic, and a decade of web and
print marketing for a midsized consulting firm.
Follow her and click on Twitter for observational
comedy.
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I was sitting at my computer the other day and had

appearance. Kids being kids, they kind of warmed up
to him, maybe because he was ugly in a cute sort of
an idea for a picture book. A story about a platypus.
“Wow, good idea, Mike,” I thought. Take a platypus and way.
add some kids and a splash of humor. Should be fun,
right?
After all, the platypus is a funny looking animal. I
mean, come on, it’s one of the few animals that proves
God has a sense of humor. On the other hand, was it
the day God was thinking of making a duck, beaver,
and otter then sneezed? Voilà! A platypus!
So I viewed platypus pictures and, quickly, gathered
up some ideas to create the plot.
The plot: A platypus was in the river lazily swimming along and spotted three kids (a girl and two boys)
along the beach. One kid saw a duck, the other one
saw an otter, and the other a beaver.
The platypus listens to the children describing him
as the three different animals. The platypus gets close
to them and they see him for what he really is.
He’s not a duck, not an otter, and certainly not a
beaver. They are frightened, even repulsed by his
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Something was bugging me. Would a wild animal
like a platypus make a good pet? It seemed logical.
The platypus is a mammal, so I assumed it might make
a good pet.
Ahhh, but that’s where I went wrong; I didn’t do
my due diligence in research. Everyone compiles their
research differently. Mine, I like to say, is organized
chaos, but I got back to it.
Yes, it’s a mammal, but wouldn’t you know it? I
picked one of the very few mammals that just so
happens to be venomous. Now, how can I continue to
write a warm fuzzy humorous children’s book about a
poisonous animal? I can’t.

Further research told me that only the male
platypus is venomous. The male has these things
called ankle spurs that carry the venom. The
venom of the platypus is extremely painful, sometimes debilitating. The scientists say it can’t kill a
human, but why take the chance. Yippie! In my
mind, I picture small children hugging and caressing the ugly/cute creatures as they’re whisked off
to the nearest emergency room, with lawsuits to
follow. Egads.
So, God’s joke isn’t on the platypus. It’s on me
for not doing in depth research on my subject.
Therefore, I had to scrap the whole platypus thing,
but maybe, just maybe, there’s something there
for middle grade kids. “Hmmm.” After all, the female platypus is not venomous at all.

©rmivera

©rmrivera

©wikipedia.org

For now, I’ve exchanged it for a star-nosed
mole. It’s just as ugly and not venomous in any
way, shape, or form.
Wish me luck. Oh yeah, do your research.

Mike lives in Seaford with his wife, three kids, three dogs, and a mortgage. He has two beautiful grandchildren. He’s been a radio disc
jockey, voice-over artist, and on camera talent, and he loves to write
and draw. He even had an audition at Saturday Night Live. (Didn’t get
it, but he tried!) His family is most happy when he goes into the basement and gets lost for hours writing and drawing. It’s the only time
they get possession of the remote control.
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Calendar of Events

Go to our website! www.scbwi.org
Contact us if you have questions at
longislandny@scbwi.org
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Thank you, Annina!

Many blessings and
“Luck” on your publishing
journey.

Love, the Kid LIt News Team
and the LI SCBWI Family

